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To His GRACE 
MICHAEL 
Lord Archbiſhop of Armagh, 
Primate and Metropolitan of all Ireland, 


Can make no Apology to the Publick, for ſending ihis Diſ-- 


courſe abroad ; nor to Tour Grace, for its appearing under 
Tour Patronage ; but that I believe the Occaſion of it ſuf 
ficiently Agreeable and Sattsfaory to Both, to gain Tour 
—_— of the Deſign: For the Sincerity whereof, 
KL. am induced to hope Tou will Accept the Performance, and Par- 
dlon its Imperfeftions. a 

"Tis true, His Majeſty has done fo Great Things for our Na- 

tions, that. He needs not the Help of any Weak Endeavours to 

Support His Intereſt, or Endear ts Perſon and Government to 
their Inhabitants ; Tet fince He who was above all Praiſe of Men, 
did vouchſafe to Accept it from the Mouth of Babes and Suck- 
lings, to ſtill the Enemy and Avenger ; Why may not as 
mean an Orator prove Serviceable to put to filence the Ignorance 
of Fooliſh Men, who have ſaid of our Soveraign, as thoſe inthe 
Parable, of their King, We will not have this Man to 
Reign over us ? ; 

The Hope of ſuch Good Succeſs, and ſome little Good Liking 
that my Hearers diſcovered to this Sermon , after its Delivery 
from the Pulpit, encouraged me to venture it to the PreſS: And 
that Preſumption drew me into a Greater, to ſheitter it under 
Tovur Graces Name, 


BR. | A 2 But 


© But, Since Men that fly to Altars for Sanduary, ought to 
bring Offerings thither with them ; 1 humbly beg leave to Aſſure 
Tour Grace, That in this Dedication, 1 aim no leſs at an Acknow- 
ledament for Tour paſt Favonr, in Collating me to a Conftderable 
Benefice, than at Tour Future Countenance and Encourage- 
ment. = i T | £ get 

And I eſteem my ſelf under the Greater Obligation to Tour 
Goodneſs, that notwith/tanding Tour Grace's Extraordinary Care 
- to provide an Able and Peſerving Clergy for Tour Dioceſs, Tou 
have however Admitted me into that Learned and Reverend 
Sectety ; my Unworthineſs of which, makes me ſeem to my ſelf 
like Saul among the Prophets. 0.1 
Might I be Improved by the Advantage of ſuch Excelltut 
Converſation, to Prephejie to the Edrfying of the People whow 
I have in Charge, Tjhou'd be Fiappy in ſeveral reſpeils : But 
in noue more, than in making Tour Grace, by that means, the 
Beſt Return within my Power, for all Tour Benefits; Since no- 
thing is fo pleaſing to Tou in Tour Clergie, as the Diligeat and 
Exatt Performance of their Duty on their Cures. L 

For the Continuance whereof, May Tour Grace {ive lowg, t 
Ovlige and Encourage them toit : And as Tou have Honourably 
Born, aud Faithfully Diſcharged, the Higheſt Offices in our 
Church and State ; So may Tou, when Tou' (hall be taken from 
this World, Arrive at a Proportionable Degree of Glory in the 
Cxleſtial Hierarchy, to receive Above, the Reward of all the 
Good Tou bave done Below ; and particularly to, 


My Lord, | 1 
-,.>, Your Graces moſt Obliged, 

\ = and moſt Duriful | 
2 Son and Seryanr, 
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Bleſſed be the Lord thy God, which delighted i in thee, 
70 fet thee on bus Throne, t9 be King for the Lord uy 
Cad: Becauſe thy God loved Iſrael to E ſtabls/h them 

or ever, therefore made he chez King over them, ts 
do Judgment and Tuaſtice. 


O Great, to Valuable is the Bleſling which we &us 
Day Cele -brate, even the Bleſſing 'of Peace in al! 
our 1. ands, Plal. 29,T0, v9 long naSitbecn Want - 
ed and Deſired, fo Farneftly has it been Purtu' 
and Sought, Plal.3 4-T 4. 3 atlalt 1o happily Ob 

tained and Settled, that we -can never fafficienty Adorc 
the Goodnels of our God, the Author, nor enough Applaud 

the Conduct of our King, the Inftrumenr ot its foytul Re 

{toration. 

Rurt rio” our Gratitude canjior reach the Inacceſiible 
Height ot this Obligation, yer ſhoud wetail in ou? Jull 
Endcavours ro Acknowledge ir, the: Queen of. the Sout!1 
wou'd riſe up in Judgment with: us, and condenn us, az. 
12.42. For ſhe was drawnfrom the uerermoſt parrs of the 
Earth, to hcar the Wiſdom of Solomon, and to admire the 
rear and wonderful +fects of ir, not " only in his Proverbs 
and Anſwers, bur in the Grandeur and Maenificence of his 
Court, and in the Plenty and Tranquiliry of: his Kingdom, 
King. 10.4,5.' And behold thro” the render Mercy of ont 
God, if not a Grearer,yet one lirtle leſs than Solomon is among 
us; a Prince by whote Excellent Management our Gircum- | 
ſtances arc brought to reſemble /{raels, in his Days, when 
every man dwelr {ately under: ls Vine, and under his Fig- 
"Tree, from Dan even ro Bee: theha, 1. Ming. 4.1 5. 


Since then our King, like So/omon, has Peace on all des 
13 round 
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round about him, 1 A71g.4.24. Since the Lord has given: 
him Reſt and Satety from the Fatigues and Dangers of a 
Tedious War ; and ſince Wq, not guly; in our Juſt Concern 
for Him, but through His Care of us, partake of this Jn- 
eftimable Benefir ; 15 that rhere /is neither Advertary, nor 
Evil Occurrehtt, 1 Xing.s 4. No'Complaining tn our'Streets, 
Plal.x4414. but the Voice. of Joy and Gladnefs : . If rhe 
People are happy, who arc. wm fuch a calc; it rhey.arc ble!- 
{ed who have che Lord for "their God, to Ftabliſh their Fe- 
licity, by giving them to Excetlent'a Prince; We oughtcer- 
:ainly ro be Senſible of our Happincls, and Grarcful for it. 

And how can we berecr render, either ito Gzfar the things 
+hat are Ceſar's, or r9' God the things thar are Gods 2 Mat. 
22.21, How more {vitably cxtot tne Merits of ourFing., 
orthe Goodnets of the King of. Kings in giving hintto us, 
than in the Queen of Sheba s Congratulatory Complement 
:0 Solemon, when the found how -much the :Fame ſhe had 
hcard, Was inferiour to the Truth of. his Acts, and of his 
Wiſdom, 2 Chron:9.5,6. Bleſſed be the Lord thy God > &c.. 


- Whach Words aflord three things-to our Obſervation.. 


Firſt, The certatty Evidence of God's Favour and Afﬀc- 
ion to his People, in placing: a-Good King: over them : 
Beeanſe thy God lower -dfv aes,-t 0 Eftabiith [ hem: for ever, tber e- 
tore made he thee fing-over tem. | 

Secondly, The Excellent Qualifications of the Prince 
xhomGod makes thoice of re:canvey Bleffings tohis Peo- 
_ ple ; implied in theie words, Hh:ch delighted in thee, to [cs 

thee on his Throne, to be-Hrng for. the Librd thy God. _ 

- Tmardly,, The (Grateful Acknowicdgements due from 
Gods People, both to Gotl and the King.; -for the Unſpeak- 
2bie Benefits of the One's Care and Kindnels, in, the Ex- 
traordinary Advantages of theOther's Goyerninent;; which 
oblige them to day, Blfed be the Lord thy God, + 


Nj. 1 hat 
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Evidence of bis Favour towards them. 
The Blefting of leading a quier and peaceable Life in all 
Godlineſs and Honeſty, is by St. Pau! aſcribed to the Jullt 
Adminiſtration of rhe Regal Power ; whereforc he exhorts 
that Prayers, Interceſions, and giving uf Thanks, be made for 
Aings, and all that are in Authority, 1 Tim.2.1,z. that they 
may be Good, 1n order to make their Subje&ts Happy. 
And indeed, the General Welfare of a Nation depends 1o 
much upon the Temper of its Governours, that God de- 
clares he gave 7frae! a King in his Anger, when he placed 
Saul on the Throne, #of.13.it. And he threatens it as 4 
Puniſhment for their nor fearing him, thar rhey ſhou'd be 
deprived of the Bencfits they enjoyed under the happy In- 
flucnce of their betrer Princes ; and fay, Wehaye no Kings, 
Heſ.10.3. And the ſeverity of this Curſe will appear from 
the Obſeryation, That when rhere was no King in 1ſract, eve- 
ry one did that which was right in Ins own Eyes, Judg. 17. 6. 
And what is ro be expected bur Confuſton in that State, 
where cvery diſtcmper'd Humour is the Rule for ditorder'q 
Actions ? Where there 1s no Superiour Power to controul 
the Unruly Wills of Men, fway'd by rhcir Luſts and Pat- 
f10ns ? 
But the Adyanrages of a Good King arc not ſo well dilco - 
vcred from the Inconvemencies of having No Azz, as from 
the Miſeries which a People ſuffers under an Ev1l King. 
When 7ſrae/ had detired a King, and the Prophet thus 
deſcribed rhe manner of the King that thould Rcign oyer 
them; That he wor take their Sons and appeint. them for 
1zmſelf, for bis Chariots, and to be tis Hurſemen, and ſome 
{hod run before his Chariots; And that he would appoint bins 
Captains over Thouſands, and Captains over Fifties, and (c: 
them to Ear his Ground, and to Reap his Harveſt, and to mate 
tis Inſtruments of War, aud {uſtruments of tz Chariots : And 
that he would make their Dau? hters ! c be ConfecliOniries, and | 


" 
( 417) [Y \, 


That God s Placing a Good &K ing over his F eople, 1s 4 corfain 


(4:3 

Pooks, and Riker An th, it Pe wou d, Witt 41 Arbitrary 
{njuſt; ce, take their Fieids, and their Yineyar as, and tbeir 
( ive Vir das, and diſpoſe of them to his Servants -: And t tilat 
h: © nes! tuike ther Mean-ſervants, «1? 4 thetr good!ieft YOAT 
Meu ant Fe!  Alſte Fs, and, pal them to bis. work : way, ind make 
ft. 9 Wy [ces bi 'S Ee x San SK; is, YOU a they 
net have Reaſon to cry our-in that Ws becauſe of Juch a 
King; and conclude that inflead of a Nur fig tn he er, ta, 
19.22. 40d had given them a =. [ion ? 
Ne Would they bc Suftercrs ONLY from th > ] vranny and 
njuſtice oft the! _ NAD .; hus Imprudencc, Intemperance, 
Itrclolvtion, or Impicty,, Would be as injurious to them. 

Solor9# CEN OU! CES. 1 Wo to that Land whoſe Ang Js A 
Child, Eccleſ.14.6. Thar is, Notio much 1 X<Ears, as if 
U nderſianding r- W who: [gnorance how to Govern, deſtroys 
Ins People by Malc Miminiftration : For even a Child, in 
reſpect of years, 1 " +Viſe, 1s better than aw Od and Fooliſh 
h 14 £ that wih a0t be Ut dmonifhed, Ecclei: 4- 1 3+ That DCung 

grown old and hardned in his Folly, 1s Irreclaimable by 

Keproof, and paſt all Hope and Expectation ot Amend 
TLCNT by Advi WET 

How miſcrable muſt a People be under tach a Gover- 
nour, Who, tho 1gnorant how to Rule them, will nor. 
| however be Adv ſed, pur 1s obſtinarely wedded ro his own 
Opinion, anc rejects thar Safery which is in-the multzrude 
ot Counſellors: Prov.11.14. Thus, Not the green Y cars, 
but Imprudence of Kehobeum, in making him fight the 
(Counſel. of thuic Old Men that on before Solomon his 
Father, and prefer the Advice of others, whole want of 
Judgment and FExpericace render them unfit to be contu)- 
cd; made 7/racl cail off his Government, and Rebel a- 
gainſt the Houle of David, i Ki ing. 12.8, and 19, Andhe 
fl ullly delerved the lIgnominious Character which the Son 
of $irach gives hum, 7hat he was the Foolfhneſs of the F eopie, 


and PEE thy Fs h, il ; HO Underſtanding ; frnce þr & TUTHYEC > «1; 1} {he 
"::$Þ 


People Horouh h1s tzady and inconfide1 rate C nunle!, Ecclis. 4” 
5; 
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23. Which ſuſhciently declares God's feyere Duplcallite 
againſt Fudah and Feruſalem, when he threatens rthar he 
will take away from them the Prudaent, the Ancient, andthe 
Counſellour, and give Children to be their Princes, and Babes 
to Rule over them 11a.3.2.,3,4. For the coniequence will be 


Oppreſſion, Rapine, Ruinc and Deſtruction, Yerf.5,8. Ani 


how {ad and calamitous mult the condition of a People be. 
when their Domeltick Jars. weaken and expoſe them to 
Foreign Outrage and Infults ? How eaſily. jtall they bg 


Oyercome and made a Prey, when the fame want of Pry-. 


dencc in their Ruler, which hinder d him from keeping 
them in Peace, will not Jet him with good Aivice make 
War ? Prov.20.16. 

Nor is a People in more danger from the Imprudence, 
than from the Intemperance of a Prince, whether in retpect 


of Excels as to Mcat and Drink, or Immoderaton tn 
orher Appetites. Misforrune attends rhat Land, whoſe. 


Priuces eat in a Morning, for Drunkenneſs and aut fot Strength, 
Eccief.10.16,17, For when Xings drink Wine,. aud Prices 


[kroag Drink, they forget the Law, and pervert the Judgment 


of the Aflidted, Prov.31.4,5. They incapacirtatc themiclves 
£o Govern by Lay or Reaton, and lo, cloud their Under-- 
ftanding, thar it,cannor diſcern. what is\Juſt and Equitable. 


And when Reaſon is.4o weakned, \Paſſion will quickly be 


predominant ; and then as he that cannot 'rule his Spirit, 
\will be as a City rhar is broken down, and without Walls, 
Prov.25.28., So he will break down all the Fences of Law 
and Juſtice, of Clemency, and Moderation, and will run 


into 411 the: Violence and Outrage, ro- which lus Ungo-. 


verind and Miſguided Will inclines him ; | will be like a 
Lion in his Houſe, and. Frantick among Jus Seryants, 
Ecclus.q.30. And as when his Belly is his God, Ph/. 3. 19; 
he will ſacrifice the Revenues of Iis Kingdom to his Appc- 
Lite; ſo when his Will is his . Law, he wall tubject the Li: 
berties,and Properties of his.Pcople ro 1rs Determmations. 
Bur neither lmprugence nor Intemperance make a Prince 


GC : J I 6} I'S 


—" 
more pernic ious £o his Pecgle than Irreſolution and Want or 
Courage, W ithour which they cannot long continue it 
Peace, nor {hail be Victorious in War, He whoſe fl eng 18. 
fo ſmall, rhat he faints in the day of Adyeriity, Prov.2.4.10, 
and turns limfclf back in the day of Battel, P/al.-8.9. Jeay cs 
his Realms Defencelets, and his People without Protection. 

He chat has not Courage enough todo Valiantly, and to play. 


the Man for his People, and the Cities of his God, 2 Sam.1o. 


£2. Will leaye them like Sheep withour a: Shepherd, 2 Chron. 


-18.16. to glut the Sword and Fury of their Enemies, to be 


ſpoiled and ſlaughtered by chem. For when he thar ſhou'd: 
tead them on, 18 the firſt whoſe Heart faints, and ſeeks for 
Satcry rather in F light than Forwardneſs, how ſhail chey but 


 totiow his Example, and rurn their Backs ro the Smiters 2 


Has o.h. 

Co arage is fo neceſſary a Qualification for a King, for 
the Defence and Safery of his Subjects, that we find w hen- 
ever God rais'd up 2 Deliverer tor. h1s Pop! e, he infpir d 
bim With an EXITAOTAINATY Vaiour, Zavght his hand to war, 
and his fingers to fight, Plal.1 44-1. The time would fazl me 20. 
rel, of Gideon and of ) Barak, of Sampſon and of Fep hbthah, whe: 
throwh Faith Were eadued with that Courage by which hey 


ſubdued Kingdoms, eſcaped the edge of the'Swerd, waxed vali aut 


im Fight, aud turned to flight the Armies of the Aliens Hebv.1L. 
32433;34- And the People of H/rae! were fo ſenſible of the 
evil conſequencesof wanting a King to go out before rhem, 


and fight their Bartels, 1 Sam.8.20. ” that they {till pe rfiſted 


to dehre one for thar reaſon, nnd, all the Incon- 


 veniencies of it, repre! ated ro them by Samuel, to Giyert: 


them from that Re queſt. 
And tho' Sazs proved as great a Scourge to #rael, as sthe 


| Proj »her had fore-told he would, yer fince from the Blood of 


the ai and from the Fat of the Mighty, the Sword of Saul 
returned not empty; David reckoned it as' jul 'a reaton for 
Ne Daughters « of Tſracl to wee» over him, 3s his Cloat hing 
*em in Scarlet, and putting Ornaments of Gold on their Appa- 


ret ; 


(7) 
rel ; and he knew thar rhe occatfion of cheir Sorrow would make 
the Daughters of the Phliſtines rejoyce and triumph, to find the 
Mighty fallen, by whom 1ſrac! ftood, and the Shield of Saul, which 
WAas his Peoples Shelter, vzlely caſt AWAY,29amM.T . [ 9, ro the end. Bur 
rhe Weapons of War were not wholly periſhed, while David yer 
ſurvived, and ſucceeded inthe Kingdom ; ſince 'ris part of his 
Character, 7hat he play d with Lions as with Kids, and with Bears 
as it had been Lambs; that he flew a Giant when he mas yet but young, 
and took away the reproach from the People, whu he lifted up his hand 
with the Stone in the Sling, and beat down the boaſting of Goltah,Fc- 
ClUs.47.2,3. Sv great a Man of War he was, fo mighty valiant, 
that he could as well put to flight the Enemies char Invaded Z- 
rael, as the Evil Spirit that diſturbed Saz/; and compole the. 
Troubles. in the heart of his Country, as tbe Dilquiers in the 
Breaſt of his King, 1 Sam.16.,18,23. 

Bur the Safety and Honour which his Country found in the 
ercat Eficdts of his Invincible Courage, was afterwards often 
loſt and laid in the duſt, by the wanr of rhar Vertue in.many of 
his Succeſſors : Which may ſuffice ro thew how fatal this De- 
fect in a Prince 1s to his People. 

But in no Miſcarriage of the King, 4s tne Misfortune of Is 
Pcople to great, as in his Impiery and Diſregard of God ; for be- 
ſides the Grievances of his Evil Reign, and the Milchieis they 
ſufter from himſelf ; the Wickednets of a King brings Aﬀictions 
from Heaven upor his People, in chat his Example generally pre- 
yails with them to deſerve them. 

Thus when Rehoboam forlook the Law of the Lord, all rae 
did fo with him, 2 Chron.12.1. And tho' atthe Preaching of She- 
maiah, they Repented, and were delivered from Deſtruction, yet 
were they not exempt from Spoyl ; For Shiſbak King of Expt 
came up againſt. Jeruſalem, and took away the Treaiures of rhe 
Lord's Houſe, as well as of the King s, Fer(.9. and the Peopic 
were made his Scryants, that rhey might know Gogs Service 
better, Yer{.8. | 

Thus Ahab's Wickednels provoked God to ſhut up the Win- 
_dows of Heayen, 1 Xing.17.1, and to with-hold from. /ſrae! the 
 OMINON 
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common Mercies of Dew and Rain, which he utuaiiy beltows 


alikc on rhe Juſt and Unjnſt, Mat.5.45. to thar there was a ſore 
Faminc in Samaris, 1 King.:is.2. and the People wantea their Jai- 


ly Bread, becauſe their King had forſaken Him, who alone fills 


all things living with Plenteouſheſs, Pſal.1 45.16. 
Thus Jeoram's working that which was Evil in the Eycs 
of the Lord, cauſed rhe Revolr of the Edomires and L1hrah, not 


only from under his hand, bur the hand of Fudah : And tis al- 


ſigned for the reafon of this Defection, Becavſe he had forſaken 
the LordGod of his Fathers. For which Impicrty ot his, his People 


arc threatned with a Plague, 2 Chron.21,10,14. 'To dic an Un- 


timely Death, for che lrregularirics of Ins Lite. 


Thus Ahbaz's wicked Reign cxpoled his People as well as hin- 
{eif, ro rhe hand of the King of Syria, who nor only tmote him, 


but carrie away a great multitude of his Subjects Capuves ro 


Damafjeus, 2 Chron.2$.5. And afterwards he was dcliycred into 
the bands of the King of //rae!, who fmore him with a great 
ſlaughter, to that there were ſlain in Fudah in one day 120000, 


Which were all yalitant Men; and the /ſraelztes carried away cap- 


LIVES to Samarisi 2.0cowo Women, Sons, and Daughters, with 
much Spoil, Yerſ.6,%. And as if this had nor been enough, the 
Phitiſtizes alto invaded, and took no leſs rhan tix of the Cities 


of Fudah, whom the Lord brought tow becauſe of Avaz ; for pe 


made Fudah Naked, and tranſgreſſed ſore againſt the Lord, V.18,19-. 

Since then the Sin of an Evil King is 'ofren the Reproach and 
Ruine of his People, Prov.1 4.34. How great a Blefling is a good 
Kang to lus Subjects, becaulc he nor only frees rhem from this 
Misiortunc, bur 1s: Inftlrumental to procure and promote their 
Happincts 2 Which cccaſtoned thar ſaying of the Plalmiſt, of 
tuch a one, 7 hou haſt ſet him to 6e Bleſſings for ever, Plal.21.6. for 
4o 'tis in the Original ; Henifying that a Good King 1s the means 
of conveying many Bleſſings ro his People. And this Truth 
has been proved by a Cloadof Witneſſes, Heb.12.1. How did. 7u- 
dah enjoy the Benetit of 4/a's Piery 2 The firtt ren years of his 
Reign tbe Land was quiet, 2 Chron.1 4.1. and he had no War, be- 
<auſe the Lord had given him reſt, Verl.6. fo that the People built 


__ 
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and proſpered, Veriſ,7. And when Zerah the Ethiopian came to: 
diſturb their Peace, he did it to the Ruine of his own, Perſ.g. tor 
the Men of Judah overthrew and ſpoiled him, Verſ.x3. and had 
0 War unto the five and thirtieth year of the Reign of Aſa, Chap. 5. 
19, 'This Tranquility his People had, becauſe he did that which 
was good and right in the Eyes of the Lord his God, 2 Chron.x 4.2. 
And they, after his Example, had entred into a Covenant to ſeek 
the Lord God of their Fathers ; which as they had ſworn with all 
their heart, they performed with their whole defire. Chap. 15.15. 
And Feheſhaphat ſtuccceding to his Father's Piery, as well as to 
bis Throne, continues his Peoples happinels. The Kingdom 
was not only ftabliſhed in his hand, 1o that he had Riches and 
Honour in abundance, 2. Chron.17.5. but the fear of the Lord fell 
pon all the Kingdoms of the Lands that were round about Fudah, 
fo that they made no War againſt Fehoſaphat, Verſ.1o. 

And when afterwards the Children of Moab and Ammon came 
againſt him to Battel, they were deſtroyed ; but his People re- 
turned to Feruſalem with Joy; and his Realm was quier, becauſe 
the Lord had given him reft, 2 Chron.20.30. So certain it is, that 
when a Mans Ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh even his Enemies to be 


at Peace.with him, Prov.16.7. : 
For this are Good Kings called, 7he Breath of their Peoples No- 


ftrils, Lam.4.20. who live Safe under their Shadow, and enjoy 
Peace and Proſperity by their means. And ſince iris by God that 
Kings Reign, Prov.8.15. it mult needs be an Evidence of his ſig- 
nal Favour to that People over whom he places a Geod King, 
whoſe Excellent Qualifications eſtabliſh cheir Felicity, and whoſe 
Great Example teaches them the Practice of that Righreouſnels 
which exalts'a Nation, Prov.14.34- 

| Since then Solomon had not only brought Plenty to his People, 
in making Silver as common at Fers/alem as the Stones, 1 Ang.” 
10.27. bur Peace and Splendor too; the Queen of Sheba might 
very reaſonable conclude, that, Becauſe God loved Iſrael, to Fla. 
Miſh them for ever, therefore he made him King over them, And _ 
_ 85 his love to {ſrael made him blets rhem with ſo Good a King; 
ſo his taking a delight in Solomon, induced him to make Cm 
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of him, to ſe: him upon his Throne, to be [ſing for the Lord his 
Gel ; ſince he found in him thote Excellencies and Pericctions 
which endear a King to God, and render him a Blefling to his 
People. For the Vertucs of Juſtice, Prudence, Tempcrance, 
Fortitude and Piety, { the want of which in a King, 1 have al- 
r:ady thewn ro be of pernicious conlequence to his Suhyects ) 
were {o {ignally Eminent in Solomon, that his Peopie could nor 
defire a more Accomplith'd Soveraign to complear their Happi- 
nels : Juſtice, which is a conſtant and perpetual Will to. render 
ciery Man his Right, or rather a babir of 1o doing upon all oc- 
cations, was the Rule of all So/owon's Adminiftrations. Tis. 
v. as Fudah's and 1ſrae!'s Security in the Poſleflion of rheir Rights 
aid Propertics, and gave every Man a late Enjoyment ot his. 
own Vine, and his own Figtree, all the Days el: that Righteous 
King. And this could nor bur be well-plcating ro'Ged,as giving 
Man a near .Reiemblance of himiclf, who zs Rzightevus in all bj; 
IWays, Plal.145.17. And being advantagious-to his People, in 
keeping them trom Injurics and Oppretion, and ſecuring them 
in the Poſſcthon of thoſe Acquitts to which they had jutt Right. 
and Title. Thus, A, Divine Sentence is is the Lips of the Kings: 
when his Mouth tranſgreſſeth not in Tudgment, Prov.16.10. and by 
it.he. effabliſheth the Land, Prov.2 9.4. 

But to do Imparrial Juſtice, requires a Solid Prudence; which 

being a Truc Habir of Acting with Reaſon, in reſped&t of thoſe 
things that concern the well or i]] being of Men, muſt: there- 
fore be a Requitite Qualification for Kings, on whote Manage- 
ment the Happincls or Mitery of their Realms mult neceſſarily 
clepend, 
—_ The Conſideration ofthis, prevailed with Solomon, when God: 
left ir ro his Option to ask what he thould give him, ro defire 
au Underſtanding Heart to judge his People, that he might difcern 
between Good and Bad, 1 King.z3.9, Which Choice, was an Argu- 
ment that he was in great mealure endued already with what he 
lo judicioutly detfired : And God was to well pleaſed with his. 
Petitzon, that he not only gave him. Whar he asked, butan Oycr- 
plus of Riches and Honour, Fer/.13, Ty | 
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Now how ſignal his Prudence was, and how great the Bene 
firs thereof, appcars from his Celebrated Deciftion between rhe 
Hariots, who.contended for the living Child, ver, 27, Which 
proves ir as much rhe Happineſs of a People, as-the Honour of 
2 King, that he ſhou'd be able to ſearch our a matrer, by to mice 
a Scrutiny, Pro,25.2. And fincc the Wiidom of God was in hint 
to dO Tudgment, 1. A730. 1t muſt needs plcate lum to {cc 
ric Stream retain the Pureneſs of its Fountain, atd he wou d 
Love him for chis, -as much as'all acl Feared him. Nor did 
Solomon permit his Juflice to be perverted, 'or his Prudence bat- 
fled, by any manner of [ntcemperance, bur as thoſe Virtues were 
his Peoples Safcguard againtt Injurics and Ourrages from once ano- 
ther, to his, Temperance, was their Detence. again{t, all Op- 
preflions', and Severity from hmfelf, Bur, when magmtied. in 
te.nobleft part and demonſtrauon of it, Clemency: ; u free'd 
chem from the Juſt Punithmenrs they had deterved, and pro- 
3 oked him ro inthat on rhem, by thew Crimes. = 

This was evadent in his dcaling with Adoxzjah, whom tho' he 
bad ſet up aTitle to the Crown, he'pardon'd.;.and atlured.rhat | 
he wou d ſhew himſelfa worthy man, there ſhoud not anbair of his Head 
fail to the earth, i King. 1.52. bs gt Wy 02 

Nor was it leſs viſible inhis proceedings with 45:a:har, who 
promoted rhe Uſyrparion ; for tho' rhe King declared hum worthy 
of Death, yer he, contenred.-himlelF with depoſing him fromthe 
Prieſthood; and confining, him to his-Houſeat Azathoth, | 1 King, 
2.26, Thus, by his ſlowneſs to Anger, did he. render ſumfſelf 
betrer than by all his Might ; and greater in Ruling his Spirit, 
than in the Government of Judah and 7ſrae!, Pro. 16.32. and 
as it. was his-Glory, fo iz.prov'd his Peoples.Safery; .and God, 
who his is flow to, Anger and of great Goodneſs, cou'd nor bur,bege; 
lighted with Qualities to rekcmbling his own, and chute; hiny for 
the Repreſentative of his Power, as fitteſt rs Rule Others, who 
bad to great a Government over Himlclt. 14.4 

But it Fudah and /ſrael were.thus obliged-ro thew Hang. tor 
rictr Domethck Eaſcand Enjoy myeuts, they were no lefsmeaghrod | 
v2 hum for their Protection from {ora Ravages gy 
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Fortitude, which is a Mediocrity between Fear and Confidence, 
was ſo eminent in Solomon, that it. left him no Famous Opportu- 
nitics of exerting it, more than in the Methods which took rhe 
occaſion-from him. It led himto {trengcthen hiumfeli with all the ne- 
ceſfary Proviſions of War ; at Land, with a powertul Army, 2 Chroy, 
r.i4. By Sca, with a ſuſhcient Fleer, 1 Aing. 9.26, Which ſup- 
plied him wich Gold from Ophzr, to ſupport rhe charge of both, 
Fer. 28. | | | 
So that he kept his People in Peace Fourty Years, a Bleſſing 
which- needs no other recommendation than the Terrors and 
Calamities of War. | 
Their young men were not ſlain with the Sword, nor their Cities 
waſted; there was no defolation in therr Fields, nor complaining in 
their Streets ; but Tudah and Iſrael were many, as the ſand which is 
by the Sea in multitude, eating and drinking, and making merry ; 
2. King. 4.20, There was no one durſt attempr ro diſturb or 
"trouble them, bur their Tranquillity was firm and unſhaken as 
the Refolution of their King ; who cou'd not haye- manifeſted 
his Forrirude ſo much in ſabdring' Fremies, as he-did in prevent- 
ing his having Enemies to ſubdue ; and keeping his People in ſo 
_ perfect a Peace, rhar it was preferable to the greateſt Vidtories.. 
And as God, who was always loving to rae, and deſirous of 
their Eſtabliſhment, had reafon ro be delighted with chat Cou- 
rape, which ſo highly contriburedto ir; and to place the Owner 
nf it on his Throne, 20 be Xing for the Lord his Gol; 1o he fourid 
1 Solomon another Vertue, which crowned the reſt, and ren- 
dered them more Amiable and Advantageous; and that was 
Piety, or the Love and Fear of God. 1 ſhall not trouble you 
with many Inftances of this, bur ler one futtce for all, I mean 
thar Everlaſting Monument thereof, the "Temple at Feruſalem, 
Which Work, as it received Gods Extraordinary Approbation, | 
when it was finiſhed, x Chron. 7.1,2,3.. So tt remains upon Re- 
cord, in facred Writ, as an Evidence'of its Founders Zeal and 


| Reverence for his Worlthip, As 7.47. EL 
And ſince the concurrence of thete Vertues in a-King, tend to 


Complear and Eſtabliſh the Proſperity of his People ; it is un- 
| queſtionably 


X 
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queſtionably certain, that God, by giving any Nation a Prince 
ia Whom they are.Eminently Viſibie and: United, .docs hereby 
give the molt convincing Evidence of jus /Favour and Atiection 
cowards them, - and of isi being highly delighted in rhe Perton 
who is ſo much after his own Hearc, s Sam.13.14. So qualth 

ed to be his Vicegerent. And this certainly requires the mot! 

Extenfive Gratitude.and Acknowledgments of that People, . for 

whom God makes fuch a. happy. Choice, un admiring his Good- 
nels which defign'd, and applauding their Soveraizns Excellen- 
cics, Which concur with 4t, toeftect their Eftabliſhment agd Sc- 
Curity :, That having a King like So/omor, they thou'd fav as 
uuch to hjm, as the Queen.of Sheba to that Great and Glorious 

Monasch, :Befſed. be:the Lord thy God, &c. | 
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And if ever People had reaſon to Adrets their God, or thc: 
Kmg, on fuch an account, and in ſuch a ſtyle; We certainly 
of Great Brittain and Ireland, lie under as great, and as many _ 
Obligarions ro Both. NE | | FS 

For our Almighty Sovcraign Above, has bleſt us with a King 
Below, fufficiently furniih'd and inrich'd with ajl thoie Vertues . 
chat arc requiſite zo make us as happy a People as we can pro- 
pole to be in rhe largeſt extent of our own Wiſhes = 

So Juſt he has proved in the Adminiſtration of his Govern. 
ment, that he has not only cjchew d.the Evil of incroaching on* 
our Liberties -and Propertieg, bur he has done the Good of Se- 
curing us in thoſe Rights of Engliſhmen, with which all who are 
cruly-tuch, thou'd as obſlinately refuſe ro part,as Naboth with his 
Vineyard, ſince we have the ſame reaſon to ailkedg, That they are | 
the Inheritance of our Fathers, 1 King. 21.3. Dur.fo carefulour: 
Soveraign has bcento oppole the Fence of our Anctentiiaws and 
Priviledges againſt all Incroachments from Himnielt as well as 
Others, that nothing has been laid upon us in all his Reign, roy 
which we have not firſt contented by our.Repre/entatizies.Nor cou'd 
ve fear he ſhou'd offer any; Violence to:our Laws, who cainc © 
us on purpoſe ta. Maintain:tngm , . When. he fawr an Arburary 
Power ready to throw down that hedg, an lay-oo open to ith 
Deyaſtations. E - 


n 


C 14 ) 
This quick and happy foreſight of the Storm that then was. 


gathering, and ready to. ditcharge its-tury on. us; to Cruth. us. 
with the weight of Lawleſs Power, and Poylon vs with the Ve- 
nom of Popilh Principles ; and rhe Timely:as. well as Happy 
Prevention of thaſe Calamiries, have fuſhciently magnified his 
Prudence ; {o that whether we confider him on the Throne, tway- 
ing the Regal Scepter, or in the Camp, weiiding the Martial 
Sword, we mult coutcts. he has' guided us by the Skillfulneſs of his 
tlands, Ph 78.72. x2 {525 [> thg3, 

And as bis Wiſdom has made us: Safe, 10 his/Great Tempe- 
rance and Moderation ( Sufficiently known co all men, Phz/. 
4.5, evento his greateſt Enemics) has rendred us Eaſy: too,- un- 
dcr his Government, : No Indulgence cither-to his \Palate, or 
his Paſſhon, has diſturbed. the Evenneis. of his Temper. 

Tho he has gofren beea provoked tobe Vingidive, by horrid 
Deſigns of Barbarous. Afſaſlinations, yet he has ſhown as little 
Inchnation to Revenge, as Fear; ,and has fpared ro ſhed Their 
Blood, whoſe Thirſt was Inſariable afrer His. + -: SID 
_ - Nor ſhou'd ut ſeem ſtrange he-thou'd be fo tender of his Sub- 
jeRs Lives, for whoſe Safety he bas frequently expoled his Own : 
and har in the greateit Inſtances of an UnparallelFd Fortitude ; 
in Doing and in Suffering rhings almoſt incredible; | 
Perhaps never any King made his way fo-often thro” the Sea, 


even among thoſe who.claun the Soveraignty and Dominion of 


it; and. thatnor only in Calm and Temperate Weather, when 
the Wmnds were Still, and the Ocean Smoorh ; but even when 
Tempelts Roard aloud, and the Wayes Raged horribly: Nay 
vhenthey were Congealed to. Rocks of Ice, by the Coldnets of 
me Climate and the Seaſon, eh 5, 

Yer as he engaged in theſe Difficulties, with ' xn Undaunred 
Conitancy and Relolution, fo he underwent them all with an In- 
 Yancible Patience, and an Unwearicd Perſeverance: Tho' he 
kaew he was torun thee Hazards only in purſujr ofGrearer, and 
went to expoſe his Lite to-an Hoſt of Encmies ; among whom, 
there neither wanted ſome who had Gallantry cnovgh to arrack ir 
_ Bravely and with Vigor; norothers, whoſe. Malice led them 
to attempt it Baſely by Aſſaſſination. His 
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His Generous Courage prompted him to preſs with greateſt 


Eagernels, Where he ſaw the moſt imminent Danger in his way : 


90 that he'was in Labours abundant, and in Deaths oft ; in Pe- 


rils in the Cicy, and in Perils on the Sea; in Wearineſs and 
Painfulneſs, ws Watchings and in Cold, 2 Cor.11.23,26,27. And 


all this he endured for us, and for our Eſtabliſhment ; to perfect 


which, he has added Picty to his other Qualifications ; and ex- 
 preſt as much Fear and Reverence of God, as Slight and Con- 
tempt of Dangers. His Precepts and: Example have all, along, 
contributed to bring Religion into Vague and Countenance ; = 
ro make us rather Sincere in the Practice, than Noity in the Prg- 
ſeſſion of it ; that we, might reap the Fruit of Righteouſneſs, 
dwclil in a.Peaccable. Habitation, and in quiet Reſting Places, 
1/4.32.17,18. And. that. he might as happily Compleat, as. he 
gloriouſly Undertook the Reſtoration of our Peace. 


And this, Thanks, be to the God of Peace, he hath Accom- 


pliſhed, and Settled upon ſuch a Foundation as may by the Blet- 


fing of the fame Power, prove a firm and laſting Tranquility to. 


And now ſince War is ceaſed in molt part of the World, Pad. 
46.9. ſo.that Nation doth not lift up a Sward againſt Nation, but 
initecad of Military Diſciphne, make Agriculture their Employ - 
ment, break their Swords into Plowſhares, and their Spears into 
Pruning-Ffooks, Mic.4.3. Will nor this tend to Wealth and Plen- 
ty ? Shall not our Paſtures be cloathed with Flocks, our Valleys co- 
wered with Corn > And while we cat in fafery the Fruits of out 
Labours, ſhall we not /hout for joy, and jing? Ffal.65.13. And 
whart Songs will ſo well become ys, as Songs of Praile and 
Thankſgiving to our Ged, who by-giving us 1o excellent a King, 
does build our Feruſalem, flrengthen the Bars of her Gates, bleſs her 


Children within her, make Peace within her Borders, and fill her 


with the fineſt of the Wheat 2 Plal.147.13,14. 

And if we deſire ſtill ro fee Peace within her Walls, and Plen- 
teouſneſs within her Palaces, Pial.122.72. let us walk 11 the Name of 
the Lord our God for ever, Mic.4q.5. Offer Sacrifices of [reet favour 
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unto him, and fray for the Life of the King, Ezra 6.*10. That 
he may live to Reftifie Corruptions and Abaſes , effettuaily #0-Dif- 

| courage Prophaneſs and Immorality, and employ his 
King's Speech Thougbts in Advancing-the Happines' and Plouriſh: 
to Parliament. ing Eftate of all bis Kingdoms that = OY /s 
> preferve our Laws and Liberties Entire;and leave 
them fo to Poſterity ; that-notinng may be leit for his Succeſſors 
ro do, but that which hath been-already done,  Frelef, 2.-12."te 
continue them as they find:chem 7 RL TO ST 
And ler our Gratirude to him, who next'to'God has been they 
happy Inſtrument of conveying theſe Bleſſings to us, mak& ug. 
{© quiet and peaceable under his Government, / that he may: rg« 
Fyce in the Pains he has taken for us; and be-aSharer m-the 
Benefits rhar accrue to us by rhemi.” And let no Factious Males 
contents be diſpleas'd with him, in whom 'tis Evident God De 
lighted, to fer him on his Throne ; and whom, becaule he 19- 
ved us,he made King over us, to Eſtabliſh us. © 7 
May ir plcaſe him therefore to continue the Mercy to us, in 
giving our Defender a long and proſperous Reign ; thar tho! 
we inceſſantly Commemorate with Thanks the Bleſſing of this 
Day, we may never in our time have a Second Occaſion of 
; giving for the Concluſion of a General Peace. Which 
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